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European Defence at the Frontier

Unmanned Systems and Strategic Readiness

Date: 12 November 2025, 17.00 - 18.30 CET

Venue: Room SPINELLI 1H1, European Parliament, Rue Wiertz 60, 1047 Brussels, Belgium

Agenda

17:00-17:15  Opening & Welcome Kosma ZEOTOWSKI, ECR, European Parliament
Rasa JUKNEVICIENE, EPP, European Parliament

Michat DWORCZYK, ECR, Vice-Chair of the
SEDE Committee, European Parliament

17:15-17:30  Keynote Reinis POZNAKS, ECR, Member of SEDE Committee,
European Parliament

17:30-18:30  Interventions Jonas CEDERLOF, Deputy Head of Unit Strategy,
Interinstitutional Relations, and Security, DG
DEFIS, European Commission

Stéphane OUAKI, Acting Director of EISMEA
(European Innovation Council and SMEs Executive
Agency), European Commission

Darek SAUNDERS, Head of Research and
Technology Sector, Frontex

Jamie SHEA, Senior Fellow for Peace, Security and
Defence, Friends of Europe

Malgorzata DAROWSKA, Director of EU Affairs, WB
Group

Jakub BINKOWSKI, Board Member, Union of
Entrepreneurs and Employers

Moderation Lusyne KESZISZJAN, Head of Office, European
Enterprise Alliance

Contact person:
Lusyne Kesziszjan, European Enterprise Alliance 1.kesziszjan@enterprisealliance.eu
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About the event

Europe’s security landscape is evolving rapidly, with emerging threats requiring technological
advances to address them. One area which is of particular importance in this new era of conflicts
is Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS, or more commonly, drones) which have an incredible
potential to strengthen Europe’s defence capabilities. They provide real-time reconnaissance,
logistics support, and are pivotal for electronic warfare, all of which make them a highly adaptable
and dynamic tool needed for responding to complex threats. In addition, they have a vast array of
civilian applications, such as providing surveillance during natural disasters.

Conversely, drones pose a serious threat to border security, military sites, critical infrastructure
and civilian life. Recent incidents in several Member States involving hostile drones show that
Europe must be ready now to detect and neutralise large numbers of enemy drones. Therefore,
effective anti-drone systems are now essential to secure Europe’s skies.

To maximise the potential of UAS systems and ensure immediate counter-drone readiness, there
is a clear need for strong funding, a supportive legislative landscape and systematic recognition
of the existing European technological leaders in the UAS field, which have thus far been treated
very superficially. The recently proposed European Drone Defence Initiative is intended to make
this a reality with its dual focus of establishing robust anti-drone systems as well as expanding
offensive UAS capabilities, but there is a clear need for further integration of such systems across
multiple domains of European security. In particular, efforts must be made to ensure that funding
is allocated to established projects with strong potentials to meet the demand of Member States’
armed forces. As it stands, current legislative proposals regarding the forthcoming European
Competitiveness Fund suffer from a lack of clarity regarding the mechanisms for accurately
identifying which companies are best suited for supplying Europe with the UAS it requires, and
concrete steps must be taken to address this.

This high-level policy discussion will examine on-going and future EU projects to establish how
UAS can best be utilised for the future of Europe’s defence, and to plot a course for how industry
actors should be supported in these endeavours.



