
WORKING LUNCH

European Food Security and Impact of Ukraine

Date: 13 February 2023 12:30 – 14:15 CET

Venue: European Parliament 60 rue Wiertz / Wiertzstraat 60. B-1047 – Brussels Member’s
Saloon

Agenda

12:30 Welcome Ivan ŠTEFANEC – MEP, IMCO, ITRE Committees
President of SME Europe

12.40 Keynote Janusz Wojciechowski – the European Commissioner for
Agriculture (TBC)

12.50 Interventions Taras Kachka – Deputy Minister of Economy of Ukraine –
Trade Representative of Ukraine

13.10 Panel
Marcin Nowacki – EESC Member, Employers’ Group
President of European Enterprise Alliance

Michaela ŠOJDROVÁ – MEP, CULT, AGRI Committees

Nazar Bobitski – Director of EU office, Ukrainian
Agribusiness Club​Association (UCAB)

Pauline Weil – Economist, Bruegel



13:40 - 14:15 Discussion & Reflections

Moderation: Dr. Horst Heitz - Chair of the steering committee, SME Connect

Contact persons:
Seyide Direk, Policy Analyst, European Enterprise Alliance
direk@enterprisealliance.eu
Agata Boutanos, Director, Union of Entrepreneurs and Employers
a.boutanos@zpp.net.pl

About the Working Lunch

In the context of a high-level working lunch, we aim to address the critical issue of European

food security and emphasize the significance of maintaining consistent, reliable access to an

ample and nutritious food supply. The ongoing geopolitical situation in Ukraine adds a layer of

uncertainty, introducing potential risks to the intricate dependencies that sustain European food

security.

The essence of European food security lies in ensuring that people throughout the continent

have dependable access to an adequate, safe, and nutritious food supply, addressing their

dietary requirements and promoting overall well-being. The resilience of European food

security is closely tied to the stability of key food exports, forming a vital cornerstone in

sustaining the continent's nutritional needs.

Europe's dependence on these exports underscores the critical role they play in maintaining the

balance and reliability of the European food supply chain. Specifically, Ukraine plays a pivotal

role as a major supplier of essential commodities, including wheat, barley, maize, and

sunflower products. The continent's heavy reliance on these exports highlights the significance

of Ukraine's contribution to the European food supply chain. Amidst this backdrop, the
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ongoing war in Ukraine and consequent sanctions raise concerns about the potential enduring

impact on food prices. Both Ukraine and Russia are major food exporters, providing about 6%

of global market shares in food calories each. The invasion puts this crucial supply at risk,

exacerbating existing challenges, such as record-high food prices due to increased demand in

the COVID-19 recovery and disruptions in supply chains. The disruption in the global fertilizer

market may lead to reduced food production worldwide, affecting both import-dependent and

traditionally reliant countries. To navigate these challenges, it is crucial to consider the

potential scenarios for supply disruptions and their implications on global food exports.

In the context of this high-level working lunch, our focus will be to underscore, with the active

engagement of MEPs, the imperative of prioritizing European food security. We will emphasize

the critical need for a consistent and reliable supply of ample and nutritious food throughout

the continent. The ongoing geopolitical complexities surrounding Ukraine introduce heightened

uncertainties, necessitating a comprehensive discussion on strategies to safeguard and fortify

European food security.


